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We report the results of measurements of the nuclear spin-lattice and spin-spin relaxation rates of hydro-
gen deuteride trapped in the mesoporous cages of a metal organic framework1 (MOF) for temperatures
2.2 < T < 50 K. There is considerable interest in the use of this class of material for hydrogen storage
because of the high density of adsorption. NMR studies can provide important information about the
molecular interactions and dynamics inside the cages of the MOF structure. Samples were studied with
filling factors of 0.5 and 1.0 molecules per cage as determined by the adsorption isotherm at 77 K. The
results show strong peaks in the relaxation times at several well defined temperatures that are very dif-
ferent from the adsorption energy levels. These peaks are discussed in terms of the quantization of the
translational degrees of freedom of the molecules inside the cages and the associated discrete energy levels.
Measurements of the nuclear spin-spin relaxation times provide an important measure of the diffusivity
of hydrogen through the MOF structure which is a critical parameter for the use of MOFs for storage
and transport.
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