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Abstract

The diverse collection of electromagnetic cloaks includes object, carpet, and exterior cloaks–
even space-time “event” cloaks. Other transformation optics devices are field-concentrators, super-
scatterers, and ray-geodesic imagers. We show how to generalize transformation optics, and make it
applicable to any kind of wave propagation, such as acoustic or water waves.

1. Spatial Transformation Optics

Electromagnetic cloaking was the first example of a “transformation optics” that manipulated the spatial
properties of a propagation medium in a way calculated to mimic a coordinate transformation. Thus it
used the invariance properties of Maxwell’s equations to determine how coordinate deformations could
be actualized in an electromagnetic medium [1]. The concept was experimentally realized shortly there-
after [2], where a 2D spatial cloak was created that was capable of hiding an interior region of space
from observers. Ongoing progress towards an ideal macroscopic wide-bandwidth electromagnetic cloak
continues to be a major goal for the experimentalists. Variants include carpet cloaks which hide objects
in reflection, e.g. the 3D metamaterial implementation of [3], and (rather more simply) the use of po-
larization selectivity using calcite [4] to make a 1D carpet cloak in the visible spectrum. Another cloak
variant is that of exterior cloaks, where a cloaking device is designed so as to cancel the scattering from
some spatially separated object.

2. Space-time Transformation Optics

Existing transformation optics technique were recently extended into the space-time domain, with the
proposal for a space-time event cloak [5], that, at least conceptually, has the remarkable capability of
acting as a history editor. This is a significant extension of the purely spatial concept of Pendry, since
now the coordinate transformations embrace time as well as space. Thus the electromagnetic medium
for realizing the desired space-time transformations must be dynamic as well as inhomogeneous. By
influencing the local speed of light, the event cloak ensures that any light reaching a surveillance camera
can record only an edited version of the events in the area it watches.

One new requirement of the event cloak is that it regulate the local speed of light; thus the average value
must be less than the vacuum light speed. In transformation optics terms, this means that the coordinate
transformation is carried out in a medium with uniform refractive index, not vacuum.

Thus space-time transformation optics is already a non trivial extension of the original programme which
has hitherto only applied spatial coordinate transformations to vacuum. Further, using quite general
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Fig. 1: Schematic representation of a Transformation Mechanics theory with fields E and D related by (a) a
constitutive relation defining the host medium (here defined by e.g. just ε , with µ = 1), and (b) an equation
defining the differential relationships between the coordinate axes (here e.g. the wave equation ∇2E = d2

t D).
Although the symbols and example relationships have been chosen to match those in a simple electromagnetic
transformation mechanics, many variants are possible. If the modification in the differential relationships due to a
coordinate change is counter-balanced by a complementary change in the constitutive relation, we have achieved
our goal.

methods, we have shown how such a generalization can be embedded within a general theory of non-
birefringent transformations [6].

3. Transformation Mechanics

Beyond electromagnetic situations, transformation theory has also been applied now to acoustics to pro-
duce a variety of interesting and experimentally realizable schemes [7, 8]. Although acoustics is not
mathematically equivalent to electromagnetics [9], the ideas of actualizing a coordinate transformation
do carry over to acoustic wave propagation. Indeed, any appropriate system of equations – e.g. those
for water waves – allow leeway for a transformation mechanics of the kind already applied in optics and
acoustics.

Further, what if the initial medium is nonlinear or otherwise programmable? Influencing the initial
medium will influence the functionality of the final medium in ways that have yet to be explored. Here
controllable cloaking is an obvious goal, but a more general formalism will lead to the potential for more
complex and subtle optical machines. As an example, we consider whether a nonlinear transformation
media can map directly onto the weak-gravity limit of general relativity.

We have therefore asked ourselves several questions: What are the essential ingredients of any transfor-
mation theory, and to what other areas of physics can such schemes be applied? What are the distinctions
between and relative capabilities of transformation theories that apply to waves in scalar, vector and ten-
sor fields? In answer to these questions we will describe the structure and relationship of propagation
and constitutive equations, and derive a general theory of transformation mechanics. This can then be
specialized to the field appropriate to one’s interests – whether that be acoustics, electromagnetism and
optics, water waves, or something else.

Metamaterials '2011: The Fifth International Congress on Advanced Electromagnetic Materials in Microwaves and Optics

ISBN 978-952-67611-0-7 - 261 - © 2011 Metamorphose-VI



4. Summary

We will categorize each existing type of transformation optics or transformation acoustics device, whether
based on purely spatial or space-time coordinate transformations. This then leads us to the potential of
dynamic and nonlinear transformation devices, and finally allows us to realise a very general theory of
transformation mechanics.
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